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IM THE CLAIMS: 

Amend the claims as follows. 



lay 12 2005 14:50 



P. 07 



Claims 1-62. (Canceled) 



63. (Currently Amended) An isolated HCV polynuclelc acid consietina of a 
geouanca which codes an HCV oroteln. said polvnudeic acid which codes an HCV 
protein beino selected w h i oh i o chosen f rom the group consisting of: 

(i) the nucleotide sequence oompr l aina consisting of S EQ ID N0:51 , ao^ 

(ii) a nucleotide sequence oomDrioInQ eonsistino of a t least 60 t<p to 447 
contiguous nucleotides of SEQ ID N0:51; and 

PHhe complement of the polynuclelc acid of (I) or (ii). 



Claim 64. (Canceled) , 

65. (Currently Amended) An Isolated HCV polynucleic add which is selected 

ftom: 

(i) a polynuclelc acid sequence con sisting of a sequence eneodino an HCV 
poiyprotein fsompricing eonaistino of a n amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 52, 138, 155, 174, end 190. 

(Hi) or the complement of the polynucleic acid of (I). 
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66. (Currently Amended) A recombinant polypeptide encoded by a polynudeic 
acid according to claim 63 or claim 65 to ony of olalme 63 to 65 . 

67. (Cun^ntly Amended) A method for production of a recombinant polypeptide, 
comprising: 

•transfomiation of an appropriate i8filaSsl.cellular host with a recombinant vector, 
in which a polynudeic add according to claim 63 or dalm 65 to any of cla i ms 63 to 65 
has been inserted under the control of the appropriate regulatory elements, the 
polynudeic add thus being an insert, 

^Ituring nniri tmnnfiirmn-ri oo ll ular hoct the resultant host call u nder conditions 
enabling the expression of said insert, and 

-harvesting said polypeptide. 

68. (Currently Amended) A recombinant expression vector comprising a 
polynudeic add according to dalm 83 or claim 65 any of claims 63 to 65 operably linked 
to prokaryotic, eukaryotic or viral transcription and translation control elements. 

69. (Previously Presented) An Isolated host cell transformed with a recombinant 
vedor according to dalm 68. 
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70. (Currently Amended) An isolated paptida encoded by a polynudeic add 
according to daim 65 any ofda i mo 6 4 to 65 . 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend the claims as follows. 

Claims 1-62. (Canceled) 

63. (Previously Presented) An isolated HCV polynucleic acid which is chosen 
from the group consisting of: 

(i) the nucleotide sequence comprising SEQ ID N0:51 , 

(ii) a nucleotide sequence comprising at least 60 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ 
ID N0:51 and 

(ill) the complement of the polynucleic acid of (i) or (ii). 

Claim 64. (Canceled) 

65. (Previously Presented) An isolated HCV polynucleic acid which is selected 

from: 

(i) a polynucleic acid encoding an HCV polyprotein comprising an amino acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 52, 138, 155, 174, and 
190. 

(iii) or the complement of the polynucleic acid of (i). 

66. (Currently Amended) A recombinant polypeptide encoded by a polynucleic 
acid accordino to claim 63 or claim 65 to any of olaimc 63 to 66 . 
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67. (Currently Amended) A method for production of a recombinant polypeptide, 
comprising: 

-transformation of an appropriate cellular host with a recombinant vector, in 
which a polynucleic acid according to claim 63 or claim 65 to any of o l aimc 63 to 65 has 
been inserted under the control of the appropriate regulatory elements, the polynucleic 
acid thus being an insert, 

-culturing said transformed cellular host under conditions enabling the expression 
of said insert, and 

-harvesting said polypeptide. 

68. (Currently Amended) A recombinant expression vector comprising a 
polynucleic acid according to claim 63 or claim 65 any of c l a i ms 63 to 65 operably linked 
to prokaryotic, eukaryotic or viral transcription and translation control elements. 

69. (Previously Presented) An isolated host cell transformed with a recombinant 
vector according to claim 68. 

70. (Currently Amended) An isolated peptide encoded by a polynucleic acid 
according to claim 65 any of c l aims 6 4 to 65 . 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend the claims as follows. 

Claims 1-62. (Canceled) 

63. (Currently Amended) An isolated HCV polynucleic acid consistino of a 
sequence which codes an HCV protein, said polvnucleic acid being selected w hteMs 
eHoseA-from the group consisting of: 

(I) the nucleotide sequence comprio i ng consistino of SEQ ID N0:51 , 

(il) a nucleotide sequence comprising at least 60 up to 447 contiguous 
nucleotides of SEQ ID N0:51 and 

(ill) the complement of the polynucleic acid of (i) or (ii). 

Claim 64. (Canceled) 

65. (Cun-ently Amended) An isolated HCV polynucleic acid which Is selected 

from: 

(i) a polynucleic acid seouence consisting of a seouenco encodino an HCV 
polyprotein comprio i ng consisting of an amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 52. 138. 155, 174, and 190. 

(iii) or the complement of the polynucleic acid of (i). 

66. (Currently Amended) A recombinant polypeptide encoded by a polynucleic 
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acid according to claim 63 or claim 65 to any of cla i mo 63 to 66 . 

67. (Currently Amended) A method for production of a recombinant polypeptide, 
comprising; 

-transformation of an appropriate cellular host with a recombinant vector, in 
which a polynucleic acid according to claim 63 or claim 65 to any of cla i ms 63 to 65 has 
been inserted under the control of the appropriate regulatory elements, the polynucleic 
acid thus being an Insert, 

-culturing said transformed cellular host under conditions enabling the expression 
of said insert, and 

-harvesting said polypeptide. 

68. (Currently Amended) A recombinant expression vector comprising a 
polynucleic acid according to claim 63 or claim 66 any of ola l mo 63 to 65 operably linked 
to prokaryotic» eukaryotic or viral transcription and translation control elements. 

69. (Previously Presented) An isolated host cell transformed with a recombinant 
vector according to claim 68. 

70. (Currently Amended) An isolated peptide encoded by a polynucleic acid 
according to claim 65 O R y of ■ ota l mo - 6 4- to 65 . 
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iM CLAIMS; P ^^^'^ - f 

Amend the claims as follows. ^f^^ B^\l\^^ 



Claims 1-62. (Canceled) 



63. (Curently Amended) An isolated HCV polynucieic acid WMinqota 

Hi.h nnd.. P^»t^in .aid onhmMr|»|r .njrl heinq sel^ffted w NeMe 

ehesen-f rom the group consisting of: 

(i) the nucleotide sequence comprising SEQ ID N0:51 . 

(ii) a nucleotide sequence comprising at least 60 contiguous nucleotides of SEQ 

ID N0;51 and 

(iii) the complement of the polynucieic acid of (i) or (II). 



Claim 64. (Canceled) 

65. (CurrenOy Amended) An Isolated HCV polynucieic acid which is selected 

from: 

(i) a polynucieic acid fignuenee consistinQ of a seque nce encoding an HCV 
polyprotein comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ID NOs: 52, 138. 155. 174, and 190, 

(Hi) or the complement of the polynucieic acid of (i). 

66. (Currently Amended) A recombinant polypeptide encoded by a polynucieic 
PAG£O10'RCVDAT4l1/2l)058:18:i6 AM [Eastern Standardfiine]^^ 
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acid orrnriirg ^:lf I r 65 t etany of clalm'^ -fii » ^. 



67 



. (Current^ Amended) A method for production of a recombinant polypeptide, 
corviprising: 

.transfomiation of an appropriate cellular host with a recombinant vector. In 
which a potynucleic acid according tnrNm«3pr glaim6^ .^w^^.kym^8^ has 
been Inserted under the control of the appropriate regulatory elements, the polynucleic 

acid thus being an Insert, 

^Iturlng said transfomied cellular host under conditions enabling the expression 

of said Insert, and 

-harvesting said polypeptide. 

68. (CurrenUy Amended) A recombinant expression vector comprising a 
polynucleic add according to rNn^ B3 ftf Claim 68 a n> of claimoeft nfiF; operably linked 
to prokaryotlc. cukaiyotic or viral transcription and translation control elements. 

69. (Previously Presented) An isolated host cell transformed with a recombinant 
vector according to claim 68. 

70. (CurrentV Amended) An isolated peptide encoded by a polynucleic acid 
according to plalm 65 a ny of clalmo 6^ i n fl^ . 
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